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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAGINAW, MICHIGAN, HELD 
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2009, AT 6:30 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL.  

 
PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Pastor Rufus Bradley offered a prayer and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Mayor Joyce Seals called the meeting to order.   The following Councilpersons 

were present: Gregory Branch, Larry Coulouris, Daniel Fitzpatrick, Amanda Kitterman-
Miller, Amos O’Neal, Bill Scharffe, Paul Virciglio and Mayor Joyce Seals-8. 

Absent:  Councilman Andrew Wendt-1. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Members of the Brother’s Keepers Youth Group accepted Certificates of 

Recognition.  Councilman O’Neal read one certificate on behalf of all the young men.  
Another Certificate was presented to the leaders of the group. 
 

PERSONAL APPEARANCES 
 Pastor Rufus Bradley, New Life Ministries, 1401 Janes, informed Council of the 
church’s vision to build a safe house.  Currently working on a campus around his church  
through a “Mission in the City” project.  It will be a recreational sports park for basketball, 
tennis and volleyball.  Believes giving youth something to do reduces crime.   
 Obie Washington, 1508 Essling, expressed his concerns about prisoners being 
transferred to prisons in the Upper Peninsula.  Said there is space in local prisons where 
prisoners can stay in touch with their loved ones.  Said many prisoners want to join the 
workforce when they are released but their prison information follows them for life.   
 

REMARKS OF COUNCIL 
 Councilman O’Neal commended the Brother’s Keepers Youth Group for the great 
work they are doing in the City.  Also commended Pastor Bradley and New Life Ministries 
Church.  Said more partnerships like these are needed in the City.  Agrees that his campus 
will help reduce crime.  Said he was looking forward to hearing more about his plans in the 
future. 
 Councilman Fitzpatrick congratulated all the area graduates.  Believes this is the 
most challenging times and our youth need to step up to the plate and help us to strive and 
survive in the years ahead.  Congratulated all who are new stakeholders in the auto 
industry.  Thanked all who supported the AXA baseball training camp for youth.  Mentioned 
receiving a report from the American Society of Engineers and noted how poorly Michigan 
scored on airports, roads, and bridges.  Requested a copy of stimulus package road repair 
plan.   
 Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller noted some additional projects completed as part 
of the Great American Cleanup initiative.  Thanked Jeremy at Global Landscaping for 
watering the flowers on the bridges.  Requested a copy of the mowing schedule.   
 Councilman Coulouris mentioned two of the City’s three mowers are in disrepair.  
Urged citizens to grab a lawn mower and make a difference.  The City is doing what they 
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can but are limited due to budget constraints and the fact it has more property to take care 
of than it possibly can.  A little help would preserve the neighborhood.   
 Councilman Scharffe shared an article from the By Gone Days of May 18, 1949 on 
the City’s celebration for the world’s best water.  Expressed support for a City employee that 
lost her house by fire.  Announced the next meeting of the Adams Blvd. Neighborhood 
Association on June 24th.  Mentioned receiving a memo from the Southwest Neighborhood 
Association providing information and requesting assistance with some blight commercial 
buildings in that area.  Assured the neighborhood that someone would look into their 
concerns.       
 Mayor Seals thanked Pastor Bradley and New Life Ministries for the work they do. 
 If every church or organization would take some responsibility of their area, the City would 
be a much better community.  Briefly discussed several events she had attended and 
announced a few upcoming events.  Announced her upcoming birthday party and said the 
proceeds would go to support youth programs.   
 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES AND 
APPOINTMENT OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEMBERS 

From the Charter Review Ad Hoc Committee: 
Lou Ognisanti, Chairperson, Charter Review Ad Hoc Committee, provided Council 

with the committee’s recommended changes for the City Charter.  Gave some history on 
the Committee, introduced the members and thanked them for their work.   Noted there 
were 109 sections of the Charter of which 42 remained unchanged.  He then went through 
each proposed section change and explained the reason for the recommended change, 
which included compliance with state law, outdated provisions, efficiency in government, 
accountability for Council members, and clarity issues. 

(Council members thanked the committee for their hard work and dedication.) 
City Attorney Tom Fancher explained the process necessary to place the 

proposals on the November 3, 2009 ballot.  He suggested Council review the document 
prior to the next meeting and be prepared to discuss it and vote on it.  

(At 7:30 p.m., during Mr. Ognisanti’s presentation, Councilman Wendt arrived and 
took his seat.) 
 After some discussion about gender-neutral language and some concerns about 
the language in Section 91, it was decided a Special Single Subject Meeting would be held 
Monday, June 8, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  Council members should review 
the proposed Charter Amendments and be prepared to discuss them at that time. 
 
Reports from other Boards, Commissions and Committees:   
 Councilman O’Neal reported on the recent City/County/School Liaison Committee. 
 Announced the Job Fair would be Wednesday, June 3, 2009.  Lunch would be served at 
11:30 a.m. and Council members were invited. 
 Councilman O’Neal thanked Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller, Sheilda Braddock, 
Abele’s Greenhouse and U.P.S. for assistance with the First Ward Community Center Keep 
Saginaw Beautiful project. 
 Councilman O’Neal announced the Cities of Promise Committee would host its 2nd 
Annual Conference on June 17th in Lansing.  Saginaw’s SCENIC program would be 
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highlighted. 
 Councilman Fitzpatrick reported on recent meetings held by the 9-1-1 
Communications Center Authority.  The group discussed a serious issue brought forth by 
the fire chiefs throughout the county regarding medical services provided to the residents in 
their areas.  The 9-1-1 Planning Committee recommended the Authority conduct a study on 
response times, and methods and procedures used to get ambulances to respond to 
medical emergencies.  MMR agreed to participate and local safety officers would be polled 
for the study.   
 Councilman Scharffe reported the Saginaw Economic Development Corporation 
met on May 14th and approved a $45,343 loan for Saginaw Plastics on E. Holland Avenue 
to purchase furniture, fixtures, equipment and inventory.  Noted the company produces the 
plastic ends for mailing tubes.   
 
Council Inquiries 
 Councilman Scharffe questioned Tom Darnell, Public Services Director, on 
recycling drop-offs at every Fire Station.  Mr. Darnell advised a Waste Collection 
Convenience Station was established for the second Saturday of every month at the Public 
Services building.  His department was still working on drop-off centers at the various Fire 
Stations. 
 Councilman O’Neal inquired on the status of the “Adopt a Lot” program.  
(Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller advised the Community Police Officers were working with 
the Neighborhood Groups on this project.) 
 
Mayoral Board Removal 
 Mayor Seals requested Council support her decision to remove Chuck Conner 
from the Saginaw Housing Commission Board.  Councilman Virciglio moved to approve this 
removal, seconded by Councilman Branch. 
 Adopted unanimously. 
 

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER 
Management Update 
 Public Services Director Tom Darnel gave a brief presentation on the City’s 
mowing program.  He explained the notice process and using a mowing schedule versus 
addressing individual complaints, unless a complaint deals with a site obstruction.  He 
spoke on the age and condition of equipment used.  Said grass and weed cutting has three 
(3) categories: nuisance abatement (property owned by individuals, DNR, City or the Land 
Bank Authority); right-of-ways and boulevards; and parks and facilities.   
 The nuisance abatement program had 707 properties to cut in 2006, 1,418 in 
2007, 2,675 in 2008 and probably will double for 2009.  He also noted that special mowers 
are needed for these lots as many are used as dump sites for trash and debris. 
 (City Council made inquiries and suggestions such as contracting with individuals, 
checking mowers during the winter, use of youth to cut from stimulus money, and 
contracting out the service. ) 
 City Manager Darnell Earley said it boils down to having the ability to buy 
equipment and pay people to do the mowing.   Due to budget constraints, the City cannot 
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carry out this program as efficiently and effectively as it would like.  He noted again the 
number of lots to cut had almost tripled in three years. 
 
 
Recommended Actions 
Subject: Budget Adjustment –Digital Transcription Software Reimbursement 

Manager’s Recommendation:  It is recommended that a budget adjustment be 
completed to increase the Drug Forfeiture Fund’s – Reimbursement revenue line item 264-
0000-602.68-08 from $39,582.00 to $40,328.00, which equates to a $746.00 increase.   

Justification:  The adjustment reflects the receipt of a check from the State of 
Michigan in the amount of $746.00, which is the reimbursement for the purchase of digital 
transcription equipment for the Saginaw Police Department Investigation Division. 

Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Subject:  Software Sharing Agreement  

Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend that the Software Sharing Agreement 
between the City of Saginaw (“City”) and Saginaw County Road Commission (“Road 
Commission”) be approved.  The Agreement has been approved by me as to substance 
and the City Attorney as to form.   

Justification:  The City desires to enter into a Software Sharing Agreement with the 
Road Commission.  Specifically, the Road Commission grants the right to install and use its 
Universal Automatic Vehicle Location (“AVL”) software.  AVL tracking uses GPS technology 
that helps reduce operational costs, increase productivity and safeguard drivers and 
vehicles through software that allows staff to track the City’s fleet at any given time period.  
AVL will also allow staff to track vehicle diagnostics, vehicle maintenance reporting, field 
service reporting and vehicle sensor services.  Pursuant to the software sharing agreement, 
the Road Commission will grant the City the right to use its installed software and physical 
server resources and help with the initial set-up and configuration of AVL units.  

Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Subject: Process July/December Property Tax Bills for 2 Years 
 Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend acceptance of the low bid and 
issuance of a purchase order to TBF Graphics of Saginaw, Michigan for the printing and 
mailing of City tax bills at their bid price of $23,140.00 for the 2009 mailing, and $24,180.00 
for the 2010 mailing for a total cost of $47,320.00. 

This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 1, 
Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances. 
 Funds for this service are budgeted in the Treasurer’s Printing and Postage 
Budget Account Nos.  101-1743-711-80.30 and 101-1743-711-80.15 
 Justification:  On Tuesday, May 19, 2009 we opened bids for the printing and 
mailing of tax bills with the results noted below.  TBF Graphics will be responsible for 
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printing and mailing approximately 52,000 July and December tax bills based on information 
received from the Treasurers Office.  The bills will be mailed on/or before June 30th and 
November 30th.    

Based on the city’s ordinance #(14.21 (D)(1) regarding the City of Saginaw’s “In-
City Preference”, TBF Graphics is the best low qualified bidder to provide this service.    
 

PSC Information    $46,878.00 
Oaks, PA 

 
In Source Solutions Group   $47,216.00 
Westerville, OH 

 
TBF Graphics    $47,320.00 
Saginaw, MI 

 
Triangle Systems    $47,528.00 
Pittsburgh, PA 

 
 
Central Valley Presort   $47,840.00 
Fresno, CA 
 
Mark Altman & Assoc.   $47,840.00 
Hudson, MA 

 
360 Services International   $51,079.50 
Livonia, MI 

 
Data Matrix, Inc.    $51,752.00 
Atlanta, GA 

 
Direct Mail Specialists    $53,180.00 
Celebration, Fl 

 
Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 

City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 
Adopted unanimously. 

 
Subject:   Replacement Trough Liners 
 Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend that the quote from Industrial 
Representatives Inc. be accepted and that a purchase order be issued to them in the 
amount of $2,607.00 for the purchase of three trough liners.  

This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 1, 
Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances. 
 Funds for this service are available in the Sewer Repair & Replacements Account 
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No. 576-4840-881.97-20.  
 Justification:  The trough liners are installed inside the grit removal trough. The 
liners are designed to absorb the wear from the auger running through the grit trough, 
protecting the stainless steel trough from wear. These liners must periodically be replaced. 
Industrial Representatives, Inc. is a sole source for the replacement trough liners.  

Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 

Subject:  Andersen Enrichment Center Linen Service 
Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend acceptance of the offer from 

Continental Linen, Inc. to extend the current price for linen service to the Andersen 
Enrichment Center and issuance of a purchase order to them in the amount of $4,000.00 
for fiscal year 2010.  
 This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 1, 
Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinance.   

Funds are budgeted in the Andersen Enrichment Center Operating Services 
Account No. 236-7540-811-80-05 for fiscal year 2010.   

Justification:  The extension will allow the Andersen Enrichment Center to meet 
the needs of its customers on a continual basis until the end of fiscal year 2010. At 
customers request, linen services are provided to accommodate their special event 
requirements.  The customer pays linen costs at the time of building rental.  The Andersen 
Enrichment Center requested the extension to hold the current fiscal year 2009 prices 
through fiscal year 2010. 

Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Subject:  Replacement Parts for Dezurik Valve 
 Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend that the quote from Kennedy 
Industries, Inc. be accepted and that a purchase order be issued to them in the amount of 
$4,979.42, for the purchase of parts to rebuild a 16” Dezurik valve.  

This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 1, 
Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances. 
 Funds for this service are available in the Sewer Operations & Maintenance 
Capital Outlay Account No. 590-4830-861.97-05.  
 Justification:  The Dezurik valves are on the discharge side of the raw sewage 
pump. These valves automatically open when a pump is started and close when it is shut 
down preventing flow from going backwards through the pump and returning to the wet well. 
The valve is worn out, leaking, and needs to be refurbished. The valve was originally 
installed  in 1972. Without this valve one of our raw sewage pumps is inoperable. Kennedy 
Industries is the manufacturers representative for Dezurik valves and, therefore, is a sole 
source for replacement parts.  

Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 
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Adopted unanimously. 
 
Subject:  Replacement Compressor 
 Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend that the quote from Nelson Trane 
HVAC Parts & Supplies be accepted and that a purchase order be approved and issued to 
them in the amount of $7,052.07 for the purchase of a replacement compressor.  

This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 1, 
Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances. 
 Funds are available in the Sewer Repair and Replacements Account No. 576-
4840-881.97-20.  
 Justification:   The air compressor for the Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) system in the operations building has failed and needs to be replaced.  This system 
provides the only ventilation for several of the internal rooms and offices in the operations 
building.  The replacement is a component of Trane HVAC system and is therefore 
manufacturer specific from a sole source. 

Council Action:  Councilman Virclglio moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman Branch. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 

All City Manager recommendations to this point were adopted by general consent. 
 The following was considered after discussion. 
 
Subject:  Demolition Services Extension  

Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend that the offer from Rohde Brother’s 
Excavating to extend the current pricing for demolition services through June 30, 2010 be 
accepted and that a purchase order be issued in the amount of $1,605,000.00.  

  This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 
1, Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances. 
 Funds are available in the Community Development Block Grant Fund Account 
No. 275-6511-761-8025 and Other Services/Demolition Account No. 101-3865-761-80-25. 

Justification:  The last bids for demolition services were opened on May 15, 2007.  
The period of coverage was from July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2009, with the option for a 
one- year extension.   Rohde Brothers Excavating has offered to extend their current pricing 
through June 30, 2010, at which time we will bid the service out again.   

Council Action:  Councilman Fitzpatrick moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman O’Neal. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Subject:  Paetec Agreements  

Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend approval of the Service Agreement 
(“Agreement”), Service Agreement Addendum and Acceptable Use Policy Agreement.  
Paetec will provide telephone service to the City of Saginaw (“City”) over a three-year 
period.  I further recommend that the City Manager or his designee be authorized to 
execute all documents on behalf of the City.  The Agreements are approved by me as to 
substance and the City Attorney as to form.   
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This vendor meets all requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, Title 1, 
Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances.  

Justification:  The Centrix Service agreement between the City and AT&T expired 
in November 2008.   Proposals were solicited from communication providers and the City 
received proposals from AT&T and Paetec to provide voice and data communications.  
After a careful evaluation of the proposals, it was determined that the proposal from Paetec 
offered the best services and cost to the City.  The AT&T proposal set a rate for each line, 
had a limited coverage area and also charged 18 cents per local call.  The Paetec per line 
rate is $20.84, which is slightly higher than AT&T, but local calls are included in that cost 
and the local coverage area is larger than the one provided by AT&T.  Paetec’s proposal 
also increased the discount rate for our current PRI services, lowering the cost for the City’s 
PRI circuits.  The AT&T proposal also requested that the City maintain 60 station lines.  
However, Paetec does not require the City to maintain a minimum number of station lines.  
The Information Services Department will continue to audit telephone services and 
terminate all underutilized phone lines, which will reduce costs to the City. 

Council Action:  Councilman Branch moved that the recommendation from the City 
Manager be approved, seconded by Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller. 

Adopted by the following vote: 
Ayes: Councilpersons Virciglio, Wendt, Branch, Coulouris, Kitterman-Miller, 

O’Neal, Scharffe, and Mayor Seals-8. 
Abstain: Councilman Fitzpatrick -1. 

 
Subject: First Ward Community Center Summer Recreation Program Agreement 

Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend approval of the First Ward Community 
Center (“FWCC”) Summer Recreation Program Agreement.  The Agreement is subject to 
my approval as to substance and the City Attorney as to form.   

This vendor meets all the requirements of the Contract Compliance Provisions, 
Title 1, Chapter 14, §14.35-14.44, of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances. 
 Funds for this Agreement are available in the Recreation Administration 
Professional Services Account, Number 101-7550-831-8001. 

Justification:  FWCC submitted a proposal to operate a Summer Recreation 
Program for the City of Saginaw during an eight-week period this summer.  The program 
will have operations at two locations.  The Summer Recreation program for grades  K-8 will 
be held at the Cathedral District Youth Center and the program for grades 9-12 will be at 
the Civitan Recreation Center.   The Summer Recreation Program will operate Monday 
through Friday.   

Students will participate in a variety of activities including, organized basketball 
leagues, soccer, table tennis, billiards, board games, health and fitness activities, art and 
cultural classes, drug and violence prevention classes, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, summer 
reading programs, library and field trips and other enrichment education programs.  
Students will be provided daily a free lunch and snack.  The amount of the Agreement will 
not exceed $25,000.00.  The term of the Agreement is four months. 

Council Action:  Councilman Scharffe moved that the recommendation from the 
City Manager be approved, seconded by Councilman O’Neal. 
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Adopted unanimously. 
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CONSIDERATION AND PASSING OF ORDINANCES 
Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller moved that an ordinance introduced May 18, 

2009, entitled and reading as follows, be taken up and enacted, seconded by Councilman 
O’Neal: 

 
O-82 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL SECTIONS § 14.20–14.27 ENTITLED, "PURCHASING, 
CONTRACTING, AND SELLING PROCEDURE," OF CHAPTER 14, "FINANCE AND 
PURCHASING," OF TITLE 1, “GENERAL PROVISIONS,” OF THE CITY OF SAGINAW 
CODE OF ORDINANCES, O-1, AND INTRODUCE A NEW ORDINANCE, § 14.20–14.30 
ENTITLED THE SAME, "PURCHASING, CONTRACTING, AND SELLING PROCEDURE" 
OF CHAPTER 14, "FINANCE AND PURCHASING," OF TITLE 1, “GENERAL 
PROVISIONS,” OF THE CITY OF SAGINAW CODE OF ORDINANCES, O-1. 
 
 The City of Saginaw ordains: 
 
 Section 1. That the section entitled "Purchasing, Contracting, and Selling 
Procedure," of Chapter 14, "Finance and Purchasing," of the City of Saginaw Code of 
Ordinances is hereby repealed. 
 
 Section 2. That a new section entitled "Purchasing, Contracting, and Selling 
Procedure," of Chapter 14, "Finance and Purchasing," shall be added to the City of 
Saginaw Code of Ordinances, and shall read as follows: 
 
 PURCHASING, CONTRACTING, AND SELLING PROCEDURE. 
§ 14.20 DEFINITIONS. 

(A) For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the 
context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning: 

(1) PURCHASE ORDER is defined as a document authorizing a seller to 
deliver goods with payment to be made later or a written authorization calling on the vendor 
or supplier to furnish goods to the person ordering such.  It constitutes an offer, which is 
accepted when the vendor supplies the quantity and quality ordered. 

(2) PURCHASE ORDER CONTRACT is defined as a standardized form 
contract on a form acceptable to the Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, and City 
Attorney, or his/her designee, for the acquisition of goods, non-professional services, 
supplies, materials, equipment, etc., whereby no bid specifications are required, or where 
the bid specifications are so precisely detailed and defined that it is the Purchaser's belief 
that such goods, non-professional services, supplies, materials and equipment will be 
provided without the necessity of a formal written contract.  

(3) WRITTEN CONTRACT is defined as an agreement in writing between 
two (2) or more parties for legal consideration, which creates an obligation to do or not to do 
a particular thing and is enforceable by law.  It is within the discretion of the Department 
Head as to whether a formal written contract or a standardized written purchase order 
contract is necessary for the purchase of supplies, materials and equipment or for 
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professional or non-professional services to be provided by the Contractor.  When 
considering the necessity of a formal written contract, the following may be considered: 
   (a) The contract is for a large sum of money; 

(b) The City will incur obligations beyond the payment of the purchase 
price; 

(c) There is a need for a more detailed accountability or description of 
scope of services by the Contractor; 

(d) The City may incur certain liability which needs specific insurance 
requirements; and 

(e) More detailed remedies are necessary in the event the Contractor 
breaches any of the terms and conditions of the contract.  

(4) PROFESSIONAL SERVICES are defined as a vocation or occupation 
requiring usually advanced education, special knowledge and skill, such as, but not limited 
to, law or medical professions.  The labor and skill involved in a profession is predominantly 
mental or intellectual, rather than physical or manual.  Professional services include 
consultants hired for employee training. 

(5) TRANSACTION is defined as the act of conducting or carrying out a 
request for public improvements, purchases or contracts for goods, professional and non-
professional services, supplies, materials, equipment, and construction projects. 

(6) EMERGENCY PURCHASE or EMERGENCY CONTRACT is defined as 
an immediate public improvement and purchase or contract of goods, professional or non-
professional services, supplies, materials, equipment and construction projects, whose 
immediate procurement is essential to the continuation of the work of the department 
concerned.  

(7) PURCHASE OF TWO THOUSAND AND 00/100 ($2,000.00) DOLLARS 
OR MORE is defined as any public improvement and purchase or contract of goods, 
professional or non-professional services, supplies, materials, equipment and constructions 
projects, whose procurement and/or complete installation for intended use will exceed a 
cost of Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars. Whenever possible, purchases of 
items whose individual cost is less than Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars, but 
the extended cost of which is Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars or more when 
purchased in quantity, is considered a purchase of Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) 
Dollars or more. Whenever possible, Purchases of items whose individual cost is less than 
Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars, but when combined with other items as part 
of the same project exceed Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00), is considered a 
purchase of Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars or more. 

(8) PROJECT is defined as an endeavor undertaken with any and all goods, 
professional or non-professional services, materials, and/or equipment necessary to obtain 
full operation of any repair, replacement, or construction to the extent that it is considered 
complete. 

(9) SAGINAW-BASED business means the physical and economic 
relationship to Saginaw determined by evidence of a building or office physically located in 
the City and the payment of (1) City income taxes on the contractors’ net profits, and (2) 
City property taxes on a plant or office and equipment such as is ordinarily required for the 
performance of the contract bid.  Any business physically located in the City of Saginaw 
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which operates under a City-authorized tax abatement or forgiveness program, or any other 
City-authorized tax credit program, is still considered a Saginaw-based business for 
purposes of this Section.  

 
§ 14.21 GENERAL POLICY. 

(A) Competitive bids and/or quotes for all purchases and public improvements 
shall be obtained where practicable and purchase orders and/or written contracts awarded 
to the lowest and/or best bidders.  Sealed bids shall be asked for in all transactions 
involving the expenditure of Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars or more and the 
transaction submitted to and approved by Council; provided that in cases where it is clearly 
to the City's advantage to contract without competitive bidding, the Council, upon 
recommendation of the City Manager, may so authorize.   

(B) Professional Services as defined in § 14.20 (A-4) are not subject to 
competitive bidding.  Administrative Regulation No. 4-7 shall govern the securing of 
Professional Services.  

 
§ 14.22  WRITTEN CONTRACT POLICY 

(A) All contracts Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars or more must be 
in writing as required by § 33 of Chapter 5, of the Saginaw City Charter. 

(B) All contracts less than Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars 
concerning the purchase of goods and services which cannot be fulfilled within one year of 
the contract, because of the Statute of Frauds, must be in writing and signed by an 
authorized signature by the party to be charged in order to be legally enforceable.  

(C) All written contracts must be approved by the City Attorney, or his/her 
designee, as to form and the City Manager as to substance. 

(D) All contracts Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars or more must be 
approved by City Council.  City Council may approve the contract in the annual budget as 
long as there is a specific category line item and dollar amount listed in the annual budget. 

(E) All contracts less than Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars for 
Professional Services shall be approved by the City Manager. 

(F) All contracts less than Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars for 
goods, non-professional services, supplies, materials, equipment and construction projects 
shall be purchased pursuant to § 14.24 of this Ordinance.  
 
§ 14.23  VENDORS. 

(A) Applications to be placed on City of Saginaw vendors’ database will be 
submitted on a standardized form acceptable to the Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee. 
  

(B)   Vendor application forms shall contain a statement requiring that the applying 
vendor affirms that they do not discriminate against any subcontractor, employee or 
applicant on the basis of race, creed, color, age, national origin, sex, height, weight, 
disability or marital status. 

(C) The Purchasing Office will be responsible for maintaining vendor applications 
and for affirming that such completed applications are subsequently added to the City’s 
vendor database. The City of Saginaw will approve applications to be placed on the City’s 
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vendor database without prejudice, provided the aforementioned application form is 
complete.  

(D) Vendors must be in the vendor database prior to issuance of purchase order, 
purchase order contract, written contract, and/or professional or non-professional service. 

(E) Any vendor entering into a purchase order, purchase order contract, or written 
contract with the City of Saginaw who will be performing a professional or non-professional 
service must also have provided to the Purchasing Office, in advance of such services, 
certificates of insurance in the types and amounts specified in the bid proposal. When such 
proof of insurance is required, it is to be carried out within the following parameters: 

(1) Limits of liability and types of coverage required will vary depending on 
the specifications involved in the project and the indemnification needs of the City as set 
forth in such individual project specifications. 

(2) All certificates of insurance submitted to the Purchasing Officer, or his/her 
designee, must list the City of Saginaw as the certificate holder, and be delivered, either by 
facsimile transmission or mail, directly from the issuing agent.  

(3) It is the responsibility of the insured contractor to confirm that such proofs 
of insurance are on file with, and their form acceptable to, the City of Saginaw Purchasing 
Officer, or his/her designee, respective of the individual project specifications, prior to the 
issuance of any purchase order, purchase order contract, written contract, or professional 
service.   

(4) Upon reward of a contract to a vendor, the Department Head and/or 
his/her designee shall be responsible for maintaining an updated Certificate of Insurance 
from the vendor for the length and/or term of the contract or until completion of the project.  
 
§ 14.24   BIDS AND BONDS. 
 (A) Notices Inviting Sealed Bids 

(1) Notices inviting sealed competitive bids in all cases where required by 
this Section, state or federal law or regulation, shall be posted at least five (5) calendar days 
prior to the final date for submitting bids in the City Clerk's Office, on the City's Cable 
Channel and Website and/or through other alternative electronic bidding resources as 
deemed by the Purchasing Officer to provide sufficient notification to prospective bidders. 
  (2) Such notice shall indicate the goods, non-professional services, supplies, 
materials or equipment desired, or the construction project to be undertaken, the place 
where bid specifications are available to be obtained, and the date, time and place the bids 
are due.   
  (3)  In all cases where sealed bids are invited, the Purchasing Office shall 
mail, and/or make available copies of bid forms, sealed bid instructions, and specifications 
to at least three (3) qualified vendors or contractors where possible in order to obtain 
competitive bidding.  Bid lists shall be maintained by the City Purchasing Officer, or his/her 
designee, and shall be available for public inspection. 

(B) Items Not Be Subject To Competitive Bidding 
(1)  The City Council has determined that the following list of goods, services, 

materials and supplies need not be subject to competitive bidding process, as it may not be 
to the City's advantage to contract these services through competitive bidding: 

(a) Advertisements in periodicals; 
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(b) Payments to arbitrators; 
(c) Firms providing deposition and court transcript services; 
(d) Dues and subscriptions; 
(e) Medical services; 
(f) Publications and copyrighted materials; 
(g) Conferences, seminars and classes; 
(h) Travel expenses; 
(i) Purchases covered by use of petty cash checks; 
(j) Utility bills, including gas, electric, water, sewage, and local 

telephone service; 
(k) Television and radio advertisements; 
(l) Fuel purchases; 
(m) Employee benefits payments, including, but not limited to, health, 

dental, vision and life insurance, pension, etc.; and 
(n) U.S. Postal, United Parcel Service, Federal Express, Airborne, or 

other delivery services. 
(2)  For the purpose of this provision, the City Manager may recommend and 

approve payment and purchase of the above items without submitting proposed invoices for 
such services to City Council as long as the amounts are a specific category line item in the 
annual budget approved by City Council, and the City Attorney, or his/her designee, and 
City Manager have approved the contract as to form and substance. 
 (C)  Bid, Performance and Labor and Material Bonds. 

 (1) Except as otherwise required by any applicable law or regulation, any bid 
in excess of One Hundred Thousand and 00/100 ($100,000.00) Dollars shall be 
accompanied by a bid bond, bank money order, certified check, or cashier's check in the 
amount of three percent (3%) of the total amount bid. 
  (2)  Except as otherwise required by any applicable law or regulation, a 
performance bond and a labor and material bond shall be furnished with the contract 
documents executed by the bidder prior to the award of each contract exceeding Fifty 
Thousand and 00/100 ($50,000.00) Dollars for the construction, alteration or repair of any 
public building or public work or improvement as provided by MCL 129.201 et al., and each 
such bond shall be in an amount equal to the total amount of the contract and executed by 
the contractor and a corporate surety company authorized to do business in Michigan. 
 (D)  Disqualification of Bidders.   

(1)  In addition to any other remedies authorized by law, a bidder may be 
disqualified from bidding on any City contracts for up to three (3) years by the City Manager 
if it has been determined that the bidder, after an award of a contract: 

(a) Failed to provide the service or supplies required; 
(b) Provided the service or supplies in an untimely manner causing 

delays and interference; 
(c) Lacked financial resources and the ability to satisfactorily perform the 

contract or provide the services or supplies; 
(d) Exhibited poor quality of performance in delivering the service; 
(e) Delivered poor quality of goods; 
(f) Failed to comply with laws and ordinances relating to contract 
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performance;   

(g) Defaulted on its quotations; and/or 
(h) Such other action that leads the City to believe that the contractor’s 

duties will not comport or comply with the bid requirements. 
  (2)  The City Manager may determine that the bidder has good cause not to 
abide by the bid for reasons such as, but not limited to, honest and reasonable mistake, 
contractual impossibility, fraud or misrepresentation by another. 
  (3)  When the City Manager believes grounds for disqualification exist, a 
notice shall be sent to the vendor of the proposed disqualification indicating the grounds for 
disqualification and procedure for requesting a hearing.  If the vendor does not respond with 
a written request for a hearing within twenty (20) calendar days, the City Manager will issue 
a final disqualification order without a hearing.  If a hearing is requested, the City Manager 
will select a designee for the purpose of taking testimony from the contractor, or any other 
witnesses, concerning the decision to disqualify said contractor.  The recommendation of 
the designee shall be sent to the City Manager for approval or denial.  The decision of the 
City Manager is final.   
  (4)  Any contractor disqualified a second time for any of the reasons set forth 
in § 14.24 (D) (1), may be permanently disqualified.  
  (5)  Any contractor disqualified for fraudulent actions, theft or other similar 
criminal behavior may not be reinstated and may be permanently disqualified.  
  (6)  Such disqualification of a bidding contractor, company, corporation, 
partnership, or firm, shall also apply to its successors, assigns, officers and/or principals. 
 (E)  Form of Bids. 
  (1)  Bids submitted in response to any such notice shall be submitted 
according to the following instructions or the bid may be disqualified: 

(a)  Bids must be submitted on printed forms furnished by the City 
Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee.  Voluntary alternates may be attached to the bid 
form, if necessary. 

(b) Bids must be in ink or typewritten. 
(c) Bids must contain bidder's complete name, address, and telephone 

number. 
(d) Bids must be signed in ink and dated. 
(e) Bids must include delivery or completion time. 
(f) If an addendum (form B02) is issued, it must be signed, dated, and 

returned with the bid. 
(g) A bid bond, bank money order, certified check or cashier's check in 

the amount of three percent (3%) of the total amount bid must be submitted with any bid in 
excess of One Hundred Thousand and 00/100 ($100,000.00) Dollars, unless any applicable 
law or regulation requires a different percentage. 

(h) All erasures or corrections to pricing information must be initialed in 
ink. 

(i) In case of a discrepancy between a unit price and its extension, the 
unit price will be considered correct and the bid will be recalculated to determine the 
amount bid.  All addition errors will be corrected and the total bid will be adjusted to reflect 
the corrections.  All unit prices must be stated where requested. 
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(j) All bids must be in the City Purchasing Office by the date and time 
specified on the bid form. 

(k) Each bid must be enclosed in a separate sealed envelope with 
"SEALED BID" and the bid number marked on the front. 
  (2)  The City reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids, or parts 
thereof, and to waive any irregularities which do not materially affect the bid document or 
otherwise conflict with statute or ordinance.  
  (3)  By signature, the bidder acknowledges that the signer has complete 
authority to execute the bid on behalf of the bidder and that the bid is genuine and not 
collusive in any manner; and that no other bidders were improperly induced to refrain from 
bidding or induced to submit a sham bid; and that the bidder agrees to have withheld from 
any payment due them, any amounts owed for taxes or other charges due the City of 
Saginaw; and that successful bidders are subject to mandatory City of Saginaw income tax 
withholdings. 

(4)  All bids for supplies, materials, or other commodities necessary for the 
regular operation of city functions may contain the following language: 

 
“The Vendor hereby agrees to maintain the bid price for one year from 
the date of this bid, and the City reserves the right, in its sole discretion, 
to purchase such additional supplies as it deems necessary at said rate 
in an amount not to exceed the total contract price of the original bid”. 
 

 (F) Opening of Bids. 
  Sealed bids shall be opened in public at the time and place indicated on the 
bid form in the presence of an administrative committee known as the Purchasing 
Committee, consisting of the Purchasing Officer or his/her designee, City Attorney or his/her 
designee, and the City Clerk or his/her designee.  The head of the department, or a 
designated representative, shall also be a member of said Committee only while bids 
affecting the department are being acted upon.  At least three (3) members of said 
Committee shall be present.    

(G) Review of Bids. 
(1) After opening the sealed bids, the Purchasing Officer, or his/her 

designee, shall refer the bids to the affected Department Head and/or his/her designee for 
tabulation and review.  The Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, may require a reference 
check for suitability prior to referring the bids to the affected Department Head. 

(2) Upon review, the Department Head, or his/her designee, shall complete a 
Bid Evaluation Form and electronically submit the tabulation to the Purchasing Committee for 
review and approval.  The form must contain the following: 

(a) The bid number and date of opening; 
(b) The department name; 
(c) A brief description of each of the item(s) as it appeared on the 

actual bid document; 
(d) The quantity requested, unit cost of each item (where applicable) 

and extended cost; 
(e) The total amount submitted; 
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(f) The name of the company submitting the bid; and 
(g) The company the Department Head, or his/her designee, 

recommends with an explanation for the recommendation. 
(3) The members of the Purchasing Committee will review the recommended 

bid(s), and electronically give its approval/disapproval response to the Purchasing Officer, or 
his/her designee, or request further clarification.  In the event such explanation cannot be 
satisfied by electronic means, the Purchasing Committee will formally meet to further discuss 
the recommendation.  A majority vote of the Purchasing Committee is needed for approval.   
  

 (4) Upon approval of the recommended bid(s), the Purchasing Officer, or 
his/her designee, shall instruct the Department Head, or his/her designee, to prepare the 
appropriate Council Communication, which shall be transmitted to the City Manager with 
his/her recommendation for Council approval. 
  (5) The bids and the tabulation shall be available for public inspection in the 
City Purchasing Office. 
  (H) Council Action on Sealed Bids. 
  (1) Upon receipt of the tabulation of bids and the recommendation from the 
City Manager, the Council may reject the bids or determine the lowest and best bidder or 
bidders and award the transaction or transactions accordingly. 
  (2) In case the Council determines that it is not possible to choose between 
two (2) or more suppliers of a commodity purchased regularly because the bids are equal, 
the transaction may be awarded to the bidder who was awarded the last transaction for the 
same commodity.   
  (I) Execution of Transaction. 
  (1) Upon the approval of a transaction as hereinbefore provided, the 
Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, shall execute the transactions in the manner set 
forth in § 14.31 Approval of Purchase Orders and § 14.22 Written Contract Policy (where 
applicable). 
  (2) All forms of acceptable cash, including bank money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks accepted in accordance with §14.24 (C)(1) will be processed as 
follows: 
   (a) Funds received from the top three (3) companies/bidders shall be 
deposited by the Treasurer's Office. 
   (b) Funds received from all other bidders shall be promptly returned to 
the respective companies following the opening of the bid(s). 
   (c) Upon approval by City Council of the transaction/bid award, the 
Treasurer’s Office will refund all funds held and deposited by way of City check.  If any 
successful bidder fails or refuses to enter into the transaction as herein provided, the 
deposit accompanying the bid shall be forfeited and the Council may award the transaction 
to the next lowest and best bidder, or reject all bids and re-advertise. 
  (3) All transactions shall be executed by the vendor and Purchasing Officer, 
or his/her designee, For all transactions Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars or 
more, the Purchasing Officer or his/her designee, must first have Council's approval before 
execution of the transaction. 
  (4) An executed copy of all written contracts shall be filed with the City Clerk, 
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or his/her designee. An executed copy of all purchase order contracts shall be filed with the 
Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee.   
  (5) The Department Head and/or his/her designee, with the approval of the 
Finance Director and/or Budget Administrator, may allow for an increase or decrease in 
cost not to exceed 10% of the total purchase order contract for goods, non-professional 
services, supplies, materials, equipment, etc., due to unforeseen circumstances, necessity 
or redundancy not contemplated in the bid. Such increase or decrease shall be mutually 
agreed upon in writing between the Department Head, and/or his/her designee (with the 
approval of the Finance Director and/or Budget Administrator) and the Contractor.  Upon 
such authorization, a change order shall be processed by the Purchasing Office to 
effectuate the increase or decrease.  Any and all bids/purchase order contracts for goods, 
non-professional services, supplies, materials, equipment, etc., shall contain the following 
language:  
 

“The Department Head and/or his/her designee, with the approval of the 
Finance Director and/or Budget Administrator may allow for an increase 
or decrease of this purchase order contract/written contract by 10% of 
the total purchase order due to unforeseen circumstances, necessity or 
redundancy not contemplated in the bid.  Such increase or decrease 
shall be mutually agreed upon in writing with the Contractor.  In no 
event, however, will this purchase order contract/written contract be 
increased over 10% of the total purchase order without the prior approval 
of City Council.” 
 

  (6) The City Engineer, and/or his/her designee, with the approval of the 
Finance Director and/or Budget Administrator, may allow for an increase or decrease in 
cost not to exceed 20% of the total contract for construction projects for building, altering, 
repairing, improving or demolishing any public structure or building, or other public 
improvements of any kind to any public property due to unforeseen circumstances, 
necessity or redundancy not contemplated in the bid, or an expansion or reduction of the 
scope of services due to unforeseen conditions. Such increase or decrease shall be 
mutually agreed upon in writing between the City Engineer, and/or his/her designee (with 
the approval of the Finance Director and/or Budget Administrator) and the Contractor.  
Upon such authorization, a change order shall be processed by the Purchasing Office to 
effectuate the increase or decrease.  Any and all bids shall contain the following language:   

“The City Engineer and/or his/her designee, with the approval of the 
Finance Director and/or Budget Administrator may allow for an increase 
or decrease of this purchase order contract/written contract by 20% of 
the total purchase order due to unforeseen circumstances, necessity or 
redundancy not contemplated in the bid.  Such increase or decrease 
shall be mutually agreed upon in writing with the Contractor.  In no 
event, however, will this purchase order contract/written contract be 
increased over 20% of the total purchase order without the prior approval 
of City Council.” 
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§ 14.25 PURCHASES UNDER TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) 

(A) All public improvements and purchases for goods, non-professional services, 
professional services, supplies, materials, equipment and construction projects, the cost of 
which is less than Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars, may be made in the open 
market, without official notice and irrespective of the procedure prescribed for purchases 
over Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars. 

(B) All open market purchases shall, whenever possible, be based on at least 
three (3) competitive bids solicited by telephone, fax, electronic mail, or by direct mail 
request from prospective vendors.  The Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, shall award 
open market purchases to the lowest and/or best bidder and shall keep a record of all such 
purchases and the bids submitted in competition thereon.  These records shall be available 
for public inspection in the City Purchasing Office. 
 
§ 14.26   PREFERENCE FOR LOCAL BIDDERS. 

(A) If, the lowest bidder is not a Saginaw-based business, as defined above, any 
Saginaw-based business with a bid within three percent (3%) of the lowest bid that has 
been deemed responsive and responsible under the purchasing ordinance shall be deemed 
the lowest bidder if it agrees to reduce its bid to match the bid of the lowest bidder. 

(B) If a Saginaw-based business refuses to reduce its bid to match the lowest bid, 
then the next lowest responsible Saginaw-based business with a bid within three percent 
(3%) of the lowest bid shall be given the opportunity to reduce its bid to match the bid of the 
lowest bidder.  

(C) If the Saginaw-based bidder agrees to reduce its bid to match the bid of the 
lowest non-Saginaw bidder, it will be deemed the lowest bidder and awarded the contract. 

(D) If no qualified and responsible Saginaw-based business within the three 
percent (3%) of the lowest bid agrees to reduce its bid to that of the lowest bidder, then the 
contract shall be awarded to the person or business with the lowest, most responsive and 
responsible bid. 

 
§ 14.27 SOLE SOURCE   
 In the event there is only one vendor capable of providing a particular product or 
service, then the competitive bidding procedures outlined in this ordinance may be waived 
by the Purchasing Committee.  Whenever a Department Head or his/her designee 
determines that they must purchase goods or services from a “sole source” vendor, they 
should document why only one company or individual is capable of providing the goods or 
services required.  This documentation should be forwarded to the Purchasing Committee 
for approval. 
 
§ 14.28  “BRAND NAME OR EQUAL” 
 (A) The use of “Brand name or equal” specifications may be used when the 
Department Head or his/her designee determines that use of a “brand name or equal” 
specification is in the City’s best interest. 
 (B) The Department Head or his/her designee shall seek to identify sources from 
which the designated brand name item or items can be obtained and shall solicit such 
sources to achieve whatever degree of price competition is practicable.  If only one source 
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can supply the requirement, the procurement shall be made under §14.26, Sole Source. 
 
§ 14.29 RECYCLING. 
 In recognition of the continuing need to be environmentally responsible, recycled 
goods should be considered when deemed appropriate and fiscally responsible. 
 
§ 14.30 COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 
 The City Manager or his/her designee is authorized to join with other units of 
government in cooperative purchasing plans when the best interests of the City would be 
served thereby, upon City Council approval. 
 
§ 14.31 EMERGENCY PURCHASES. 
 In case of emergency, any Department Head or his/her designee may purchase or 
contract directly for any public improvements, goods, non-professional services, supplies, 
materials, equipment and construction projects, whose immediate procurement is essential 
to the continuance of the work of the department concerned.  Wherever possible, the 
Department Head or his/her designee shall contact the Purchasing Office for authorization 
prior to making any emergency purchases.  A record of emergency purchase order 
authorizations shall be available for public inspection in the Purchasing Office.  All 
purchases or contracts shall be submitted to City Council after the fact for subsequent 
ratification and/or approval for all purchases Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars 
or more. 
 
§ 14.32 APPROVAL OF PURCHASE ORDERS. 
 The Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, shall approve and execute all 
purchase orders, purchase order contracts, and emergency purchases.   
 
§ 14.33 INSPECTION OF MATERIALS. 
 The responsibility for the inspection and acceptance of all goods, materials, 
supplies, and equipment shall rest with the ordering department. 
 
§ 14.34 SALE OF PROPERTY. 
 (A) Whenever any City property, real or personal, is not needed for corporate or 
public purposes, the same may be sold. 
 (B) Real and personal property not exceeding One Thousand Five Hundred and 
00/100 ($1,500.00) Dollars in value, may, upon approval of the City Manager, either be sold 
for cash by the Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, after receiving quotations or 
competitive bids therefore for the best price obtainable, or traded to the vendor of new 
equipment replacing it. 
 (C) Personal property with a value in excess of One Thousand Five Hundred and 
00/100 ($1,500.00) Dollars, may be sold after advertising and receiving competitive bids, as 
provided in § 14.24, inclusive, of this Ordinance, and after approval of the sale has been 
given by the City Council; or such personal property may be traded to the vendor of the new 
equipment replacing it, upon approval of the City Manager. 
 (D) In addition to the provisions above made for the sale of personal property, in 
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general, the City Manager may: 
  (1) Authorize the sale of goods or supplies which have become obsolete, 
worn out or scrapped, unsuitable for use by the City, or otherwise lawfully acquired by the 
City and having no value or use to the City at private or public auction, including on-line 
auction services.   In this regard, the Department Head, and/or his/her designee, with the 
assistance of the Purchasing Officer, or his/her designee, shall explore the various services 
available and select a public auction service which shall dispose of such personal property 
in the most efficient and cost effective means for the City.  All such sales under this section 
shall be made to the highest bidder, subject, however, to the published terms of such sale. 
  (2) Authorize the donation of goods or supplies which have become 
obsolete, worn out or scrapped, unsuitable for use by the City, or otherwise having no value 
or use, to one or more charitable organizations having need and/or use of the defunct 
item(s), giving first preference to those Saginaw-based organizations. 
  (3) Authorize the transfer of surplus supplies or equipment within any 
department in order to maximize the use and benefit thereof. 

(E) Real property exceeding One Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 
($1,500.00) Dollars, shall be sold in the same manner as personal property over One 
Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 ($1,500.00) Dollars in value, unless the Council shall 
determine that it is clearly to the City’s advantage either to sell such property without 
competitive bidding or to exchange the same for other land required by the City.  The sale 
of land which shall have been approved by three-fifths (3/5’s) of the City electors voting 
thereon at any general or special election, and property sold pursuant to federal and state 
statute and regulations, shall not be subject to the provisions of this ordinance. 
 (F) Any and all tax reverted properties may be acquired and disposed of pursuant 
to state law and Administrative Regulation established by the City Manager. 
 
§ 14.35 VALIDITY OF CONTRACTS. 
 The foregoing provisions of this Article shall be deemed to establish, in general, 
the procedure to be followed in purchases and contracts by the City, but shall not be held to 
be mandatory, except those provisions which may be contained in state or federal law or in 
the Charter.  Any contract approved by the Council and not prohibited by state or federal 
law or the provisions of the Charter, shall be valid even though one or more of the 
provisions of this Article may not have been observed.  Only a majority of City Council can 
authorize and bind the City for any contract Two Thousand and 00/100 ($2,000.00) Dollars 
or more. 

Section 3.  This ordinance shall become effective June 11, 2009. 
Enacted:    June 1, 2009. 
Adopted unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller moved that an ordinance introduced May 18, 

2009, entitled and reading as follows, be taken up and enacted, seconded by Councilman 
Branch: 
 

O-83 
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AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL SECTIONS § 14.35-14.44 ENTITLED, “CONTRACT 
COMPLIANCE PROVISIONS," OF CHAPTER 14, "FINANCE AND PURCHASING," OF 
TITLE 1, “GENERAL PROVISIONS,” OF THE CITY OF SAGINAW CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, O-1. 
 

The City of Saginaw ordains: 
 
Section 1.  § 14.35-14.44 entitled, “Contract Compliance Provisions," of Chapter 

14, "Finance and Purchasing," of Title 1, “General Provisions,” of the City Of Saginaw Code 
of Ordinances, O-1, are hereby repealed. 

Section 2.  This repealment shall become effective June 11, 2009. 
Enacted:    June 1, 2009. 

 Adopted unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
Subject: Authorization to Allow the Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages at the Children’s 
Zoo at Celebration Square 

Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend approval of the attached resolution 
authorizing the consumption of alcoholic beverages at the Children’s Zoo at Celebration 
Square (“Zoo”) during the Annual Fireworks Preview Party to be held on July 3, 2009 from 
6:00 p.m. through 8:00 p.m., after the Zoo is closed.  

Justification:  On July 3, 2009, the Zoo will be the site for the Annual Fireworks 
Preview Party.  The Zoo has requested that the City allow guests to consume alcoholic 
beverages during this special event.  Title XIII, Section 132.01(C) of the Saginaw Code of 
Ordinances states that City Council can authorize the consumption of alcoholic beverages 
on public property if the vendor provides the following to the City: 

(1) The precise location where said beverages are to be consumed; 
(2) The dates and times for said activities; 
(3) A proper state license for the consumption of alcoholic beverages at the 

place and times listed in subsection (1) and (2) above; 
(4) Adequate public liability and property damage insurance for the benefit of the 

City with a company licensed to sell insurance by the state; 
(5) Such other insurance as the City Council deems adequate for the benefit of 

the City; 
(6) Adequate personnel to control the premises where the alcoholic beverages 

are to be consumed; and 
(7) Such other reasonable requirements as City Council deems appropriate. 
Opperman’s Cork and Ale will supply the alcoholic beverages at the Annual 

Fireworks Preview Party.  The Saginaw Valley Zoological Society (“Society”) will provide the 
proper documents to the City by June 15, 2009.  If the Society fails to provide the 
documentation, guests will not be allowed to consume alcoholic beverages at the Zoo on 
July 3, 2009.  The City will set insurance requirements and all insurance certificates must 
be reviewed and approved by the City Attorney. 

Council Action:  This Council Communication is for explanation of the resolution 
and requires no separate approval. 
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RESOLUTION TO PERMIT THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC  

BEVERAGES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 
 Councilman Coulouris offered and moved adoption of the following resolution, 
seconded by Councilman Wendt: 
 WHEREAS, the Children’s Zoo at Celebration Square (“Zoo”) will be the site of the 
Annual Fireworks Preview Party, after the Zoo is closed; 
 WHEREAS, the Zoo has requested that guests be allowed to consume alcoholic 
beverages at the Annual Fireworks Preview Party; and 
 WHEREAS, City Council can provide authorization for consumption of alcoholic 
beverages on public property; and 
 WHEREAS, the Zoo must provide certain documents prior to the event. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of 
Saginaw hereby authorizes the consumption of alcoholic beverages on public property 
during the Annual Fireworks Preview Party to be held at the Zoo on July 3, 2009, provided 
that the Saginaw Valley Zoological Society (“Society”) supplies the mandatory information 
listed in Title XIII, Section 132.01(C) of the Saginaw Code of Ordinances no later than June 
15, 2009, to the proper City officials. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if the Society does not provide the documents by 
the stated date, guests will not be allowed to consume alcoholic beverages during the event 
on July 3, 2009. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City will set all insurance requirements and 
all insurance certificates must be reviewed and approved by the City Attorney. 
 Adopted unanimously. 
 
Subject:  Authorization to Allow Old Town Motorfest Group to Use Amplifying Equipment  
 Manager’s Recommendation:  I recommend approval of a Resolution authorizing 
the use of the amplifying equipment for a special event sponsored by the Old Town 
Motorfest group in the 300 through 400 block of North Hamilton Street, which is publicly 
owned property, on July 19, 2009. 

Justification:   On July 19, 2009, the Old Town Motorfest group will sponsor a car 
show in the 300 through 400 block of North Hamilton, which is publicly owned property.  
The Old Town Motorfest group has requested pursuant to a Block Party Permit that the City 
allow it to use amplifying equipment during the car show.  Furthermore, per the Block Party 
Permit, the event sponsor obtained neighbors’ signatures granting permission to close the 
streets on July 19, 2009. 

Council Action:  This Council Communication is for explanation of the resolution 
and requires no separate approval. 

 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE OLD TOWN MOTORFEST GROUP 

 TO USE AMPLIFYING EQUIPMENT IN THE 300 THROUGH 400 BLOCK  
OF NORTH HAMILTON STREET 

Councilman O’Neal offered and moved adoption of the following resolution, 
seconded by Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller:  

WHEREAS, the Old Town Motorfest group plans to host a car show in the 300 
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through 400 block of North Hamilton on July 19, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the Old Town Motorfest group has requested that it be allowed to use 
amplifying equipment during the car show; and  

WHEREAS, the Old Town Motorfest group obtained the signatures of residents 
and local businesses; and 

WHEREAS, City Council can provide authorization for the use of amplifying 
equipment on public property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of 
Saginaw hereby authorizes the use of amplifying equipment on public property during the 
car show to be held on July 19, 2009, in the 300 through 400 block of North Hamilton.   

Adopted unanimously. 
 

MOTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 Councilman Wendt requested a report on the last four (4) weeks of fires 
throughout the City. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 At 9:37 p.m., Councilwoman Kitterman-Miller moved to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Councilman O’Neal. 
 Adopted unanimously. 
 
 
 
Diane M. Herman 
City Clerk 
 


